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achieved in letters, art, science. No wonder that in each
succeeding century the peoples of Europe felt themselves to
be the heirs of all the ages, the race of mankind in whom all
the ends of the earth were met. They believed that there was
such a thing as progress; they believed that they were pro-
gressing. For four hundred years Europe was, on the whole,
blithe and optimistic; there was no pessimism, no general
feeling of discouragement, until perhaps the last years of the
nineteenth century, when the terms blase, fin de sidcle, came
for a time into common use.
Of these four centuries, from 1500 to 1900, the eighteenth
century was the most 'complete,' the least troubled by
searchings of heart, doubts, longings, queries. Looking back
upon history, we can see the eighteenth century placed between
two 'great,' tremendous, but troubled ages—between the
seventeenth century, on the one hand, an age of epic poems
and epic struggles, the age of Milton, Cromwell, and Louis
XIV, and, on the other hand, the nineteenth century, the
age of scientific inventions, of Darwinism, Bismarckism,
nationalist struggles, astounding material progress, vast cities,
swift transport.
Between these two ages comes the tranquil, self-satisfied,
complete eighteenth century. None of these terms can be
used without qualification. There were doubters and rebels
and disappointed men and women in the eighteenth century;
and there were wars and riots occasionally; and bishops
warned their flocks against the besetting habit of haste, against
the growing intensity of life; and Jane Austen's ladies in
Mansfield Park complain to each other of the difficulty of
obtaining or keeping domestic servants. Nevertheless, we can
see now, looking backward, that the problems of people of
the eighteenth century were simpler than those of the present
day, and that their lives were really less troubled, more nearly
approached tranquillity. Taken as a whole, the men of the
eighteenth century had a contented outlook upon life. They
had a philosophy which satisfied them. Life offered certain
definite good things—letters, art, good cheer, friends, congenial

